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"Muneseki-Byo" is a native name applied to a endemic epigastric discomfort of unknown
etiology, which is found in the insular district of Nagasaki Prefecture including Goto and
Tsushima Islands. In these regions, it occurs in the large number of inhabitants who
have lived in farm or fishing village for many years.
Since 1961, clinical investigation of 208 cases of "Muneseki-Byo" was made and following
findings were obtained.
The most characteristic clinical sign of the disease is a very severe attack of coliky epi-
gastralgy, sometimes accompanying fever, chill, nausea and vomiting. The pain radiates
usually toward back or shoulder regions. Clinical features clearly correspond with that
of cholecystopathy.
Examining the stool of the patients, cystic giardia lamblia was discovered in 12.4%
of them in addition to the parasite eggs such as ascaris, trichuris and hookworm. Fur-
thermore, it is very interesting that microscopical examination of the duodenal contents
revealed the presence of a plenty of trophozoit form of giardia lamblia in 15 out of 50
cases from Goto Islands.
The total white blood cell count is usually within normal limits. There is found a high
eosinophilia (5 to 18.5%) in 37.1%, and monocytosis (7 to 36.0%) in 33.6% of the pati-
ents respectively. Especially monocytosis seemed to be characteristic for this disease




By fecal examination of the pupils in endemic areas also, Giardia lamblia was
detected at 5.1%, ascaris at 39.8% and trichuris at 50.7%.
From these results, it is supposed that Giardia lamblia infection densly prevalent
among the inhabitants in this region.
Although the exact causation of the disease is not yet enough explained, it is considera-
ble that Lamblia infection may be contributory to the onset of the disease. (D. KATA-
MINE)
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